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“Your meriis should be publicly recognized” is

The View from Laurel

B+ Hll.lll.l'IJJI Sveim, M D

b wils my !:Ilu.'_'.'-.l.rl.' 1o wishy David 1

Hamimer, B, 5, 1, (Major-General

Stoner, 19861 and his wile, Audney

b their home, Laurel Couage in
Bubsgue, lowa, | spent a pleasane after-
nipon sitting with David in his Sherlockian
library, looking at books and listening 1o
SLOTIES [1|l_|'|[|'|l_'| = a ..I'J.'::'I'.- kel :.‘-|:|r_
writer, publisher and philanthrepist. He
has plonned 1o give the *Sherock Holmes
Library ol David L Hammer”® to the
University of Minnesota, and with this
desigrioted gilt, has been recognized as o
member of the Heritage Society by the
University of Minnesots Foundation, The
imventory of his library is B0 pages long,
with o recent addendum, The University
of Minnesotn Library will receive: his
books about Sherlock Holmes, records
and cormesponidence of the Gasogene
Press, personal Sherlockian correspon
dence and Sherdockion memorubilia. As
an author and publisher he has many
original handwritten dnilis as well as cor
rected computer drafts, galleys and
proofs. This valuable material will he
added o the Sherlock Holmes Colbections
in Minnesotn,

Ciavid 1. Hammer grew up in Newton,
Tow, graduated from Grinnell College
and attended Northwestern University
Law School until he was drafied inio ser
vice during the Korean War, Alier marry
ing Audrey, the couple then moved 10
lowa Cigy where Hammer completed Law

TLIEY

Cottage

School a1 the University of Tewa, and then
moved o Dubugue

David and Audrey have traveled exten-
stviely, and it 'was in Egypt thioa he supaest-
ed that he would Hxe 10 go onoa
Sherlockian tour of England. Through
Scandinavian Airlines a Sherlockian tour

Lawerel Codtmge contimueal on puge 4

Davil Hammer at Villa de Este, Lake
Come, lialy
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As the 145th binhday of Mr. Shertock
Halmes approaches, our article locuses
an anather gentlemen whose 100th
Birthday is celebrated this vear

Jarmes Montgomery was bom in 1898
in Trenton, Mew |ersey. His 1949 B.5.1
investinure was “The Red Circle”
Described as a Philadelphia singer ol
Gilbert and Sullivan, he was an avid
auident al Sherlock Holmes and
authar of six Monigomerys Christrmis
Annvials. He was equally well known,
however, for introducing a particular
song o Sherlockians in the mid-
L0405

We Newer Mention Aunt Clara was wril-
ten on Christmas, [936 by | Edgene
Fud® and Buth Willls, along with
amother couple, who began o discuss
the proverbial skeletons in the closet
while inspired by Scandinavian Glug
The SONE, W Never Mendion Aunf
Clare, seribbled down on a SCTA |
paper, was born that day, From that

modest beginning, although not copy-
righted until February 16, 1946, this
American Folk song became konown
by many throughout the ¢ouniry.

Alter hearing the song in his native
Philactelphin, Montgomery frst sang i
io the Soms of the Copper Beeches in
early 1952, He laer sang it lor the
Amatetir Mendicant Society ol Detroit
on March 17, 1935

In Artin the Bload, Mongomery wrole
ol his crwn connection Lo the inlomeous
Aunt Clars Montgomery conlirmed
that his mother was bom in blew
Jersey in 1868, and had a ssier
named Clara, ten vears older than his
mother. He concluded thar this ne'er
mentioned aunl was borm in 1858
His deduction? That the [amed Aunt
Clara of song was indeed his owmn
Auni Clara, who had & New Jersey
im disgrace. The only reminder ol
Clara was a piciure urmed 1o the bed-
rom wall, Far more interesting were
his lurther conclusions thar kis Aum
Clara was none other than lrene

Adlles!

James Montgomery died on NMovember
9, 1935, afier introducing many
Sherlockians to the exploits of Aun
Clarn. Edgar W Smith, the [ormer edi
tor of the Baker Street Journal, wrone

“Thére was no man among us more
deeply respected, more warmly
admired, more dearly loved. He was a
farmiliar and welcome figure at those
patherings held within the reach of his
native Philadelphia; and at the
January dinner in Mew York there was
never clamor for anyone but him,”

In 1989, Sherlockian Peter Blau, B, 5
L, focared Bud Willis in Washington,
D, C. Within a year, Blau and another
famous Sherlockian, Bill Rabe, mel
with Willis, who opened his Aunt
Clara files. In July 1990, Willis gave
the archives to Bill Rabe. Mr. Rabe
accepted the files with the provision
that one-day they would rest either in
Fhiladelphia or in Minnesoda, Mr
Willis® reply. was "By all means, let it
e Minnesota. Aunt Clara shoald be
with Sherlock ™ Tall Rabe donated 1he
Aunt Clara files to the University, and
when Bill Rabe passed away, his
Collection came to the University of
Minnezola as well

The Aunt Clara files contain @verl
.:J:LF.uJ_l.r;un:.J:;,. Wb sbeal IJ.u:._|.' cannoL
be opened until the year 2000
Perfeaps in that vear, we can let the
public lmow what is contained in
these files. Will it be further proof of
Montgomery's claim as to the trse
identity of Auni Clara? We'll let you
know in 2000, e

Sherlockian songs, isswed 1950, one of 100 copies

A Sty in Plctures, Montgomery's 1954 antisal
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Collections Update —

More Accessibility Soon

Timathy [ Johnzan, Curator

n the lnst issue of the newslener

I mentioned a nuwmber of activi-

ties related to increasing the visi-

hility and accessibility of the
Sherlock Holmes Collections. In this
issue | want 1o bring you up-to-date
on one project that will improve access
to the Collections

By the time you read this it is my hope
that the digital version of The Universal
Sherlock Holmes will be up and min-
ning on our web site as an access tool
to the Collections. Our original
timetable was 1o have this leting avail-
able to interested ressarchers belore
the end of the vear, and | believe we
will meet that goal. We sticcgsslully
loaded the disk containing The
Universal Sherlack Halmes sent 1o us by
George Vanderburgh and are inothe
process of deslgning a elear and con-

venient interface for use on our web
page. Brinn Hanson of the Jarmes Ford
Bell Library at the Untversity ol
Minnesota has been assisting me on
this project amd hes glven me o num-
ber of options for presentation and

use, We're now in the process of
sefecting one of those options; relining
the design, and taking care of other
details and 1esting before mounting
the finished project on our web sie
(wranelib umn. edwspecialfmnefrare huml),

When hintshed and losded, the |nier-
face should aflow ressarchers (o search
aned |oeate varions iems from the
Collections, Aler this inftia] phase we
will begin 10 annotate the entries lor
iterns held by the Universiny ol
Minnespts, Look [or additbonal
apdines on accesis and cataloging in
future bsues of the newslener.  w

A Word from our President

¥ visit with David and

Audrey Hammer was cer-

t@inly an enteriaining

experience. It was rewird-
ing to see his library, and know that
one day his fine collection will come
£ the University of Minnesola. | hope
that many more donors will join with
David Hommer in planning their
donations, and ensuring that their col-
lections will become a pant of the
worldk largest collection of
Sherdockiana, To become a member of
the University of Minnesota Herliage
Society, all it takes is a planned funure
gilt, in the form of bequesis, gl annu-
ity trust, life insurance, pension or lile
mcome gilt, Anvone interested in how
o become a member of the Heritage
Society should comact me

| want to thank all those thar have
sent orginals or copies of their corre-

spondence with John Bennett Shaw,
including Chris Redmond, Donald
Redmond, Jennie Paton, Tom Shaffer,
Thomas A Seheok, Susan Diamaond,
Tom Dunn, Theodore Predman and
Bob Gellerstedt. | hope that there are
many more who will ke the tme w
lnok and share any leners with the
Collections to help keep alive the spir-
it ol John Bennetr Shaw

Thanks also o Chrds Roden and Brad
Keefauver for helping the Collections
fill in back issues of perindicals. By
donating materlals and funds, we can
continue our elforts in bullding and
maintsining the remarkable
Caollectiong, and vour contributions
pre ahways welcomed. »

Richard | Svem, M.D,
syelmil | @ mEmoon. o umn. adu

Musings

his isswe concludes our sec-
ond year of publication
Crver the Last year we've
looleed at the arwork . the
therlock Halmes Collections inchad-
ing Norman Schatell and Frederic
Dorr Seeele material. The many lan-
puages in which the canon has been
published and m particular the efforts
of Alfred Levin 1o Iocate Yiddish edi-
tions have been described. We also
reported on the first anmual meeting
of the Friends of the Sherlock Holmes
Collections and introduced Tim
Johnson, the new Curator of Special
Collections and Rare Books

In this 1ssue we again focus on & col-
lector and donor to the Holmes
Collections. This time we highlight
publisher and author David Hammer.
For those interested, Gael Stahl of the
Mashville society Scholars of the
Three Pipe Problem dlso conducied
an interview with David Hammer. It
wis published in the May and July
L1998} tssues of thelr newsletter,
Three Pipe Problem Plugs and Dottles
Gael has offered 1o emall the entime
irerview o those who contact him at
gaelhstahl@uno.com. Also, Tim
Johnson provides an update on mak-
ing the Collections more accessible
oftling. There have been several
researchers using the collections as
well a5 some wonderful donntions
sipce our Last issue.

Thanks to one and all for your contin-
wed material and monetary suppor of
the Sherlock Haolmes Collections

Compliments of the Season o
EVETyOnE. W
Bruce E. Southworth, B.5.1.
Editor
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Lawre] Cottege condirsind from page |

was planned and Hammer began (o
study the Canen for acyual sices,
Harnrmser has sadd tha Hetnrich
Schlemann, whio lound the city of
Troy by studying The liad, was his

INSPHrELIo.

Jock Tracy’s Gaslight Press published
the lirst of Hammers travel books.
was through Tracy that Hammer met
Michael Harrison, The two became
close friends. Hamson, during his
writer-in-residence appointments in
Dubugue, Hved with David and
Audrey. It was about this ime that
Hammer formed his own publishing
company called Gasogene Press (the
name intenionally similar to Gaslight
Press) o publish Harrison's fremirral
Sleuth. Gasogene Press was not @ vani-
ty press but had & Board and pub-
lished mamy authors including
Michael Harrison, ‘Willam Goodrich,
John Bennett Shaw, Deborah Sage and
Susan Rice. Hammer published
Gasogene Press books in three case-
poried Cananical Trivel, Sheritckian
Hﬁ.‘l‘ltﬂ.ﬂl’:ll'tl]’] and Pasiche,

The Game s Almor, Hemmers first trav-
el book was published in 1983, and is
dedicared "o Audrey, The comrade of
my pourneys who is the companion of
ty years,"” The book describes their
et and :rﬁjlli.l “cutr hlesead
Sherlock® who i “sullicient talissmin
1o cause strangers 1o open their doors
and permit an aging devolee 1o Lres-
pass over their grounds and intrude
upon thelr privacy.” The Game 1§ Afos
wad ihelwded in John Bennen Shaws
Basic Holmesian Libwary lisL In 1985
Harnrmer wrote and published For the
Sabe of the Game, In the Forward,
which was written aboard the Cheen
Elizaberh 11 in the Morgh Avlanilc on
Movember 9, 1083, he recalied an
exchange with Audrey about search-
ing for the sites; She asked, “Why do
that™ His response? “Because they're
nat there.” Bur, Hammer said, *12
years and mamy adventures laer, |
could not give the same answer,”

In To Play the Geme: Being a Travel
Guide to the North Amenca of Sherlock
Halmes {19911, Hammer notes “Thene
is crjoyment in every nspect of
Sherlockian activity Tor someone, but
[or me the: greatest lies in the search,”
The third volume in the series, The
Worth af the Crame: Being a Final Travel
Cruicle to the England of Sherlock Holmes
L1993) was dedicated o “Beeal and
Agnes Hammer - most remarkable
parents”. The most recent book, A
Dangerous Geme: Being g Trovel Guide
io the Erope of Sherlock Holmes
(19977, was dedicated (0 his grind-
sons “in hope that they oo, like true
Sherlockinns, will both seek and FAnd
passports to those pheasant lands of
the geography of the imagination.”
There is the promise of a final Game
Book with & working title The Came s
Lp covering the Orient, South
America and South Alrica,

In 1988 Gasopene published Studies i
Searlet, a project stanted by John
Bennerr Shaw “our own S0 Jahi (the
sermib-iivine)”. .a.mn:lrl.g the Baaks Frsy
coduiributors Besides Shaw and
Hammer wre Michael Hardwack,
Michael Harrison, Evelyn Herzog, Jon
Lellenberg and E. W McDizrmid.

Like our hero Sherlack Holmes, David
Hammier s retived and Hving in 8 oot-
tage, not overlooking the Channel bui
u mighty river. Laurel Collage was
nammed by his friend Michael Harrison,
pnd has a commanding view of the
Mississippi River [rom the blulls.
David Hamemer is often called ot of
retinemnient, like Holmes, 1w take on
specind cases and trials. He continues
to write, with several works complered
including his tel! all amiobiographsy,
The Game is Underfoot: Armnals of a
Sherlockian Publisher

[ appreciated the chance to visit Laurel
Cotiage, dine with David and Audrey,
view the art collections, the libraries,
the study, meet their dachshunds and
discuss his generous bequest. Like his
friend John Bennett Shaw, Hammers
planned donation of his library will
eventually take an honored position at
the Sherlock Holmes Collections at
the University of Minnesots,

f

Christmas, “the season of [ongiveness”,
nears, ant thoughts twirn 1o The
Achventure of the Blue Corbuncle; Firs
published in the Strand Magasine in
January 1892, and in The Adventures of
Sherfock Holees thas same year, it was
*ranrilced third on the lisg of fvordie spo-
ries ol the readers of the Baker Sireed
Jowrned in 19397, according 10 Matthew
E Bunsonk Encyclapedia Sherlackiana
Dur 30-vear article focuses on the firs
separate edition of this story, published
in 1948 The title page of The Adventune
af the Blue Carbuncle indicaes the vol-
ume containg the gory “with an intno-
duction by Chrisiopher Morley edited
and with 2 Biblkographical Mote by Edgar
W Senith, The Baker Srreer Irregulars,

i, Publislsire, Do Nophe L1odd” The
colophon on the opposing page states
that this is the frst book 1o be published
by the Baker Street Irregulars, Inc. 1t has
rwo of Sidney Pagets illustrations from
the Strand Magazine.

Dedicated to “Baker Street Irregubars
Everywhere,” this special voliume was
printed in two editions. The 73 page
Deluxe edition came in & decorsted slip-
case in n lirmited mam of 1500 nuamberned
copies, and containg n note on the Falker
Street Trregulors. The Sherfock Holmes
Collections has two of these Deluxe edi-
tions, #5335, John Bennest Shaw’s book,
aned #1163, the book that belonged 1o
D, Philip 5. Hench

The other edition contains &4 pages, In
the Collections i= the copy of Dr. E W
McDiarmid, Sigersen of the Norweginn
Explorers. 11 has:a royal blue cloth
cover with silver letters on the spine, a
hookjacket, and has D MeDinrmid's
bookpliue,

As D Watson came to extend his greel-
iy 1o Sherlock Holmes, =0 we extend
our Compliments of the Season!

Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections F 4



Acquisitions

n extensive rumber of items
have recently been donaned
to the Sherlack Halmes
Collections, While afl of the
items donsted are interesting and will
take a special place wathin the
Collections, we have chosen severl 1o

highligha:

1) Four books have been donated by
Mitch Higurashi of Tokyo, Japan,
Mitch hos translated o number al
stories from the Canon, including A
Study in Scarlet, and o collection of
sHaoTt Siories.

1) Author Larry Millett, along with a
review copy and first edition hard
back copy donmted the manuscript
[or the recently published Sherlock
Malmes and the lce Palace Murders,

13 A recording of Minmesota Puhlic
Radio’s broadeast of “All Things
Comsidered” with host John Rabe,
discussing the Morwegian
Explorers’ S0th Anniversary with
WCCO newsman Don Shelby, E
W “Mac® McDiarmid, and Julie
Mckurs.

Materials continue 1o come into the
Collections, in the form of books, cor-
respondence, radio tapes, clippings,
joumals and Sherlockian lapel pins, It
1 through this generosity that the
Sherlock Holmes Collections continue
1o grow We want to thank everyone
lor their difigence in helping 1o atiain
our goal of making this the world cen-
ter for the study and research on pll
things Sherlockian, w—

Using the Sherlock Holmes Collections

any people wrile (o arud

phone the Sherlock

Halmes Collections for

guidance and answers 1o
Sherlockian queries. Oihers come in
person to conduct resenrch on pro-
jects. Simce late this summer, several
people have visited the Collections
with particular subjects that they were
rescarching

Catherine Cooke, of London’s
Westminster Library, visited the
Wilkson Libmary during her wisit to
Minneapolis in Augest for the
Founders’ Footprints Conlerence
Catherine advised that she was assess-
ing four or five items tha are not in
the Westminster Libmary

Sycan Dahlinger also visited the
Collections during August’s
Conference, Sue is writing o book, as
she wrote to us, *._about the Messrs,
Srarrett and Gilleste and the first
American publication of the play,
Sherlochk Hotmes, working from such
things as Mr. Gilletties 1859 script
(10005 of notes in WHGS own hand),
Mr. Starretts 1902 =cTipt, letters,.,”

Randall Stock was in (o research con-
tests and polls involved in mting the
Canon, primarily by the B. 5. 1. He
intends his project as “a cross between
fun and working on a paper.” »

The Friendi if the Sherlock Holmes Collactions
= a gy newslener published by che
Frends of the Sherbock Halivies Calkecrians
which seck to promaole the acilvities, omes-
ests onil peeds ol U Special Collecrions
anil Rare Bonks Depanmern, Universiy ol
Minresoia Librairies

Mail editorial cormespordense oo

Edigor
Bruce E Soniibowonls, B51
1621 Labord Ave

S Paul, MM 55104-22132
A5 -A544- 1677 Yol
B51-533%097T Fix

briaces | St spring, com

Ediiiorial Doand
Jude Bk, D, Richard Sveumn

Unless cthrrsiss condsed, o anicles
witlen by Julie MeKuras of
Frude Soulbmeceth

Copsright © LUGH
Univerity of Minnesota Librry

Thee Lnivrrsiiv of Misnesss @ an Equsl
Cippoatunity Educmor s Employer
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Remembrances

Im :-.—.j.ppnning the Sherlock Holmes Collections, donors have made
contributions either in honor ar in FErmory of -.ru'l.':l.:'. persofis

IN HONOR OF FROM

E.W McDiarmid Richard |, Sveum
I MEMORY OF FROM

Eileen Elizabeth Karz Warren Randall

6 F Friends of the Sherlock Holmes Collections

“Sherlock Holmes Collections
466 Wilson Library
300 19th Avenue South
University ol Minnesota
Minneapolis, MN 55455

Address Comection Requested

For questions regarding material
donations contact:

Timothy |. Johnson, Curator
12-624-3552 or
johns2T 6@ e umn edu

Sheilock Holmes Colleetions
6 Wilson Libmaty

309 Loh Aweniue South
Mimneapalis, MM 55455

Telephone: 612-6234-T526

FAX: &12-826-0047

ekl Fruble00 i@kl unnado
Hiours: Mon-Fri 3-3

Timothy ). Jahnson, Cumbar
Jamie F Hshbs, Collection Specals
e —

Madling Hst comections requested—

Becmise al the kigh oot al setumed rewsleiners,
we would appreciaie besmg infoneed of cranges
ol addnes= ar oiber corections

Mon-Profit Org,
L5 Posiage
PATD
Minneapolis, MM
Permit No. 155



